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Smt. Sushma Swaraj was invited by H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International Cooperation as the ‘Guest of Honour’ to address the Inaugural Plenary of the 46
th
 Session of the 

Council of Foreign Ministers of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held on 1-2 March 2019 in Abu Dhabi. 

In her plenary address, Smt. Sushma Swaraj observed that 2019 is a very special year since OIC is celebrating its Golden Jubilee, 

UAE is celebrating 2019 as the ‘Year of Tolerance’ and India is celebrating 150
th
 birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

Smt. Sushma Swaraj conveyed her deep appreciation for the sagacious leadership of the UAE for inviting India for the OIC 

meeting and reiterated that the highly successful visits of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces to India in 2017 as the Chief Guest on Republic Day and 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Abu Dhabi in 2018 have cemented our ties bilaterally and with the region & beyond. 

 

Indian External Affairs Minister underlined the steps taken by the Indian Government over the last five years or so to 

substantially enhance relations with individual member countries of OIC. Smt. Sushma Swaraj mentioned that more than USD 

12 billion has been extended as lines of credit and nearly USD 4 billion as grant assistance to OIC member countries under our 

development partnership. 

 

Hon’ble External Affairs Minister further added that India also offers around 4500 ITEC slots and 2000 educational scholarships 

annually to OIC countries contributing to their capacity building in a very big way. The trade between India and OIC countries 

was around USD 230 billion amounting to 30% of India’s total trade. 

 

The OIC meeting was also attended by H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; Mr T. S. Tirumurti, Secretary 

(ER), Ministry of External Affairs, GoI; Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, Joint Secretary (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India; Mr Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai and other senior officials. 

Visit of Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India to the UAE 
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H.E. Mariam Bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Al Mehairi, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Food Security had 

visited India on 27-28
th
 March 2019 to discuss bilateral cooperation between UAE and India in areas of food security. 

 

During her visit, H.E. Mariam Al Mehairi had met Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil 

Aviation, GoI. In the meeting, both dignitaries discussed about setting up of a ‘Food Security Alliance’ and further strengthening 

the bilateral relations between both the countries. The discussion was centred on establishing a dependable long term 

partnership of India with the UAE for its food security through knowledge sharing, cooperation for R&D in agricultural 

technology, farming, reducing food wastage, customizing & standardizing the agro food products as per UAE standards, etc. 

 

In her another meeting with Ms Pushpa Subrahmanyam, Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing, Govt. of India, H.E. Mariam 

Al Mehairi discussed about UAE-India bilateral cooperation in areas of Food Security including reduction of the wastage of the 

perishable agri produce, enhancing shelf life of food products, etc.  

 

H.E. Mariam Al Mehairi had also met Dr. Awasthi, Managing Director & CEO, Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 

(IFFCO). During the meeting, both sides held strategic discussions regarding long term association for sustainable Food Security 

and ways & means of collaboration with IFFCO for food security requirements.  

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India accompanied Her Excellency for the above meetings. 

 

During the visit, H.E. Mariam Al Mehairi visited Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) and met senior officials to discuss 

various avenues for enhancing bilateral cooperation in the areas of agriculture between the UAE and India. H.E. Mariam Al 

Mehairi also visited industrial plants of LT Foods and Kohinoor in Haryana and discussed with their management regarding 

expanding their businesses in the MENA region through UAE. Her Excellency was accompanied by H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, 

UAE Ambassador to India and Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of the UAE to India. 

 

H.E. Mariam Al Mehairi also participated in an interactive session with the agro and food processing industry players including 

Lulu Group, Advoc, Dabur, Mother Dairy, LT Foods, Kohinoor Foods, etc. While addressing the participants, H.E. Mariam 

shared that the prospects for productive engagement between the UAE and India in this sector are immense. She said that 

concept of a bilateral Food Security Alliance is similar to strategic cooperation between the UAE and India in Energy Security, 

which was conceptualized following the recent high level exchanges by leaders of both countries. 

 

In the meeting, H.E. Mariam unveiled the idea of setting up an "Indian Food City" in the UAE. She said, it could be set up in a 

free zone in the UAE and would work well for value addition in the zone and exports to third countries. Her Excellency 

further added that such a facility would allow India to bring its advanced food and agricultural technology which can be 

harnessed in the UAE for mutual benefit. 

Visit of H.E. Mariam Bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Al Mehairi,  

UAE Minister of State for Food Security  
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March 2019: Urja Bharat Pte Ltd, a 50:50 consortium of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (Indian Oil) and Bharat PetroResources 

Ltd (BPRL), has won the entire stake in the Abu Dhabi onshore Block 1 concession. BPRL is a subsidiary of Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Ltd (BPCL). The award has been endorsed by Abu Dhabi’s Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC) and represents a 

further deepening of the fast-growing UAE-India energy relationship. 

Under the 35-year Agreements, the Indian consortium will hold a 100% stake in the exploration phase and invest up to AED 

626 million (USD 170 million), including a participation fee, to explore for and evaluate oil and gas opportunities in the block, 

which covers a large area around Ruwais and includes already discovered but undeveloped conventional oil and gas fields. 

Following successful exploration activities and appraisal of the existing discoveries, the Indian consortium will be granted the 

opportunity to develop and produce any discoveries. The Agreement includes an option for ADNOC to hold a 60% stake in 

the production phase. The Agreements were signed by H.E. Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, UAE Minister of State and CEO, 

ADNOC Group; Mr D. Rajkumar, Chairman and Managing Director, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd; and Mr Sanjiv Singh, 

Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation. 

During the signing ceremony, H.E. Dr. Al Jaber said, “This award highlights the important role of energy cooperation in 

strengthening the strategic relationship between the UAE and India. It also underlines ADNOC’s 2030 smart growth strategy 

and our targeted approach to engage with value-add partners who can contribute the right combination of market-access, 

capital and technology, as we reinforce our position as an essential energy provider to the world." 

He further added that “The consortium of Bharat Petroleum Corporation and Indian Oil Corporation, both of whom ADNOC 

already partners with offshore, was selected after a very competitive bid round. The open bidding process represents a major 

advance in how ADNOC is accelerating the exploration and development of Abu Dhabi’s substantial untapped hydrocarbon 

resources as we continue to maximize value, in line with the UAE leadership’s directives.” 

Mr D. Rajkumar said, “We are elated with the award of Onshore Block 1, which strengthens our historical engagement with 

ADNOC and the UAE, giving further impetus to the already flourishing relationship in the energy sector between ADNOC and 

India’s leading Oil and Gas Fortune 500 companies, Bharat Petroleum Corporation and Indian Oil Corporation.” 

Mr Sanjiv Singh said that “We are delighted to be chosen by ADNOC to participate in this project, which will strengthen our 

efforts to achieve India’s energy security. It is the second time that Indian oil and gas companies would venture into the 

development of hydrocarbon resources in the UAE, after acquiring stakes in Abu Dhabi’s Lower Zakum Concession. We look 

forward to further strengthening our relationship in the hydrocarbons sector of the UAE.” 

In the past 12 months, ADNOC has enhanced its strategic energy links with India, a key growth market for crude, refined and 

petrochemical products. It is the only foreign energy company, so far, to partner in India’s strategic petroleum reserves 

program. It is also a stakeholder in one of India’s largest refinery and petrochemicals projects, to be constructed on India’s 

west coast.  In addition, in February 2018, for the first time, an Indian consortium of three companies, comprising ONGC 

Videsh, Indian Oil Company and Bharat PetroResources Ltd., a subsidiary of Bharat Petroleum Corporation, was awarded a 

10% participating interest in Abu Dhabi’s offshore Lower Zakum Concession. 

ADNOC awards Onshore Exploration Block to Indian Consortium  
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With an objective to strengthen Punjab’s partnership with the UAE, Invest Punjab (Govt. of Punjab) had organised an 

interactive session with key UAE investors on 11
th
 March 2019 in Chandigarh. UAE companies including DP World, Sharaf 

Group, Lulu Group, EMAAR, DMCC, etc. attended the interactive session with senior officials of Punjab Government. H.E. 

Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE and Mr Sujoy Bose, Managing Director and CEO, National Investment 

and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) have also participated in the interactive session. 

The interactive session aimed to provide a platform for Emirati companies to share their existing/future plans in regard to 

making investments in India. The UAE companies have evinced keen interest for making huge investments in the arena of 

Agriculture & Food, Exports, Infrastructure, Logistics, Real Estate and Water Management in Punjab. 

While interacting with the UAE delegation, Mr Karan Avtar Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Punjab said that the State had 

recognized this unique opportunity and chosen UAE as one of its strategic partner for attracting investments and promoting 

trade, and had initiated an investment promotion campaign for the same. 

Ms Vini Mahajan, Additional Chief Secretary - Industries and Commerce and Investment Promotion, Govt. of Punjab shared 

that this initiative is in-line with the Punjab Government’s endeavour to attract FDI to the state. It will also help in giving 

exposure to local exporters from Punjab and enabling them to grow their global footprint, she added. 

Mr Rajat Aggarwal, CEO, Invest Punjab pointed out that concerted efforts of the State Government have already started to 

bearing fruits. As a result, the Lulu Group has started exporting kinnow, other fresh fruits and vegetables, besides honey, 

through Punjab Agro Juices Limited from the state. 

On the sidelines of the interactive session, the members of visiting delegation also had one-on-one meeting with Chief Minister 

of Punjab and other senior officials of various departments of State Government to explore opportunities for investments in 

Punjab. Prominent export houses of Punjab namely PAIC, Markfed, Milkfed, Suguna Foods, Trident, M.K. Overseas, Mrs 

Bectors Foods, etc. have also joined the meeting and showcased their product portfolio to the members of visiting delegation. 

Major Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr 

Yuvraj Narayan, Group CFO, DP World; Mr Rizwan Soomar, Deputy Chairman, UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) and CEO 

& MD - Subcontinent, Hindustan Ports Pvt Ltd.; Mr Saifee T Rupawala, Group CEO, LuLu, etc. were among the key UAE 

delegates who have attended the session and interacted with the Punjab Government. 

 

Interactive Session of UAE Delegation with ‘Invest Punjab’ 
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The Special Olympics World Games 2019 was hosted in Abu Dhabi, UAE from 14 to 21
st
 

Middle East and North Africa since the movement’s founding over 50 years ago. The event was held under the Patronage of 

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 

Armed Forces with a mission to promote positive social change for people with intellectual disabilities and create a more 

inclusive society. 

With more than 7,500 athletes and 3,000 coaches, representing over 192 nations for seven days of incredible Olympic-style 

sports, the Special Olympics World Games at Abu Dhabi 2019 was the largest sports and humanitarian event in the world and 

set the benchmark for the most unified Games in the 50-year history of the Special Olympics movement. It aimed to empower 

people with intellectual disabilities to become accepted and valued members of their communities, which leads to a more 

respectful and inclusive society for all. The event saw the participation of thousands of spectators including Government and 

business leaders, celebrities and activists, Honored Guests and more. 

In addition to sports competition, the 2019 World Games featured inspiring non-sports activities and programs, including 

Run. 

The World Games was officially opened by H.H. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 

Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. In his inaugural speech, H.H. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

stated that he feels proud to be with the Special Olympics athletes and said them, “Here in the UAE, everyone supports you 

and takes pride in you.” He further added that the UAE would be able to deliver a message to the world that anything can be 

possible if the person has determination. 

India participated in the Special Olympics World Games for the 9
th
 time and created history by clinching an astounding tally 

of 368 medals, including 85 gold, 154 silver and 129 bronze at the Special Olympics World Summer Games Abu Dhabi 2019.  

284 athletes from India participated in the prestigious event and medals were won across all sports including athletics, golf, 

volleyball, aquatics, cycling, judo, powerlifting, table tennis, roller skating, badminton, basketball traditional, handball 

traditional and football 7-side female at the Special Olympics 2019. 

Indian powerlifters performed brilliantly and bagged the maximum number of medals including 20 gold, 33 silver and 43 

bronze while Roller Skating team earned India 49 medals including 13 gold, 20 silver and 16 bronze. In cycling, the Indians 

won 11 gold, 14 silver and 20 bronze to total 45 medals, while the country’s track and field athletes returned with 39 medals 

including 5 gold, 24 silver and 10 bronze. It was also the first time India participated in Judo and Futsal, clinching 3 gold, 1 

silver and 7 medals respectively. This was by far the best performance by Indian Team at the Special Olympics World Games. 

Special Olympics World Games Abu Dhabi 2019 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had delivered a lecture on the theme “The flourishing relationship 

between the UAE and India” at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) on 18
th
 March 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

The interactive session was organised by the UAE Embassy in India and was hosted by IIT Delhi in collaboration with CD 

Foundation. It was attended by students of IIT, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi University (DU) and a number of 

media persons. 

 

While addressing the audience, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna highlighted the Air Service Agreement between the UAE and India. 

He mentioned that the UAE Government is working with India to make air travel to the UAE more affordable for Indian 

tourists and visitors. He further added that bilateral discussions are under way to increase two-way air-traffic. 

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna also spoke on ‘Student Exchange Programs’ that are available in the UAE for Indian students. He 

highlighted that student exchanges may emerge as a new addition to the expanding bilateral relations between the UAE and 

India as there is a growing interest among Indian students in enrolling in educational institutions in the UAE. 

 

The lecture was followed by an interactive Q&A session between the UAE Ambassador Dr. Albanna and participants. 

 

Students from IIT, Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru University raised their queries regarding the opportunities available for 

them in the UAE to pursue higher education. 

 

The UAE Ambassador shared regarding the UAE’s expanding education sector. He apprised that several world-renowned 

universities had opened campuses in the UAE and were accepting students from the region and beyond. He welcomed Indian 

students to study in these campuses. 

 

He further added that hitherto universities in the US, Britain, Canada and Australia have been the favourite destinations for 

Indians wishing to study abroad. But this may change in favour of campuses in the UAE with growing information exchanges 

between the two countries about the educational opportunities in each other’s locations. 

 

H.E. Dr. Albanna also shared that H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi, UAE Minister of Education to New Delhi has visited 

India this year in January. His Excellency apprised that one of his engagements in New Delhi was at the Indian Institute of 

Technology. He mentioned that such visits at educational institutions across India adds value to creating awareness among 

students and parents about opportunities for higher learning in the United Arab Emirates. 

 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna expressed his gratitude towards the management of IIT Delhi for the opportunity and acknowledged 

the efforts for organising the interactive session. 

  

Address of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India at  

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), New Delhi  



  

UAE-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL (UIBC) Page-7 

 

 

The UAE and India have explored ways to take bilateral relations to a higher level with special emphasis on the Aviation 

Sector. This came in a meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Allbanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary 

(ER), Ministry of External Affairs, GoI on 19
th
 March 2019 in New Delhi. The meeting was also attended by Dr. T.V. 

Nagendra Prasad, JS (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, GoI and Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to 

India. 

During the meeting, both sides discussed the legacy issues related to the Emirati investments in India, as well as Air Service 

Agreements and a number of other key issues of mutual importance. 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna briefed Mr Tirumurti about the current state of UAE-India Civil Aviation pending issues. In the 

meeting, Dr. Albanna mentioned about reinforcing ties between the UAE and India in the fields of Agriculture and 

Nutrition.  

His Excellency also discussed about the upcoming visit of H.E. Mariam Bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri, UAE 

Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Food Security to India scheduled to be held from 27 to 29
th
 March 2019. Dr. 

Albanna apprised that the visit of the UAE Food Security Minister aims to forge a long term association between both 

the countries and discuss the progressive initiatives in the food sector. 

The meeting ended on a positive note and both sides reiterated their commitment to further strengthen bilateral 

cooperation between the two countries by working together and focusing on finding the way forward to address issues 

of both countries. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary (ER), 

Ministry of External Affairs, GoI  
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Mr Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Govt. of India on 19
th
 March 2019 in New Delhi.  

During the meeting, the two sides discussed legacy of issues including taxation on sister companies, Air Service 

Agreements, etc. and to review the progress being made in addressing the issues agreed in the previous meetings. The 

meeting also touched on issues of mutual interest and both the sides deliberated on ways to reinforce bilateral relations 

between the two countries.  

The discussions at the meeting were centred on promoting bilateral trade and commercial activities between the UAE 

and India and finding the way forward to address issues of both the countries. The meeting culminated on a positive 

note with both sides agreeing to work together to explore investment opportunities.  

The meeting was also attended by Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary, 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Govt. of India 
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H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE had met H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi, UAE Minister 

of Education on 25
th
 March 2019 in Abu Dhabi to discuss regarding the issue of rejection of equivalency of some Indian 

degrees by the UAE authorities due to lack of clarity over internal/external marks. 

To work in the UAE, Indian nationals have to obtain an equivalency certificate from the UAE Ministry of Education for 

their educational and professional qualifications. Many such applications for equivalency from Indians have been rejected 

in the past due to lack of clarity over internal or external marks in their mark lists.  

Following the Indian Ambassador’s meeting with the UAE Education Minister, the UAE Ministry of Education conveyed 

that it has reviewed the information provided to it through the ‘Action Plan for Academic and Administrative Reforms’ 

issued by the India’s University Grant Commission (UGC). The UAE Education Ministry has come to know that the word 

“external” in the mark sheet reflects the method of evaluation and not place of study and notified that it has no objection 

to equivalence those degrees that meets all other certificate equivalency criteria. 

The UAE Ministry also notified that those applications that have been rejected previously will be reviewed and 

equivalency letters would be issued after meeting all other certificate equivalency conditions. 

The UAE Ministry of Education further informed that it is working on all such applications gradually and requested for 

cooperation from all concerned as it will take some time to review all these cases due to vast number of such applications. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE with H.E. Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al 

Hammadi, UAE Minister of Education 
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H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE had a courtesy meeting with H.E. Youssif Saeed Al-Abri, 

Undersecretary, Abu Dhabi Judicial Department (ADJD) on 2
nd

 March 2019. 

 

During the meeting, both dignitaries reviewed opportunities for cooperation and coordination between the ADJD and 

the Judicial Institutions in India; and discussed the means of strengthening them in line with the directives of H.H. Sheikh 

Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs and Chairman of the 

Abu Dhabi Judicial Department, through working constantly to cement the ties with various judicial institutions regionally 

and internationally. 

 

H.E. Youssif Saeed Al-Abri shared that the Judicial Department is keen to improve and ensure easy & smooth access to 

all the services provided by the department, as well as enhance effectiveness and sustainability of judicial processes. 

 

In the meeting, H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri acclaimed the Abu Dhabi Judicial Department for the adoption of workers’ 

claim forms in Hindi. The Indian Ambassador praised the initiatives of the Judicial Department in the interest of the UAE 

resident communities, especially the adoption of interactive forms of court cases and the inclusion of Hindi along with 

both the Arabic and English languages in labor cases to eliminate the language barrier among the litigants. He also 

appreciated the efforts of the Judicial Department for providing multi-language translation services, in order to ensure 

access to justice and to provide judicial and legal services at the highest international levels. 

 

The meeting was also attended by Dr. Salah Khamis Al-Junaibi, Director - Institutional Communication and International 

Cooperation, Abu Dhabi Judicial Department and Mrs Smita Pant, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India in Abu 

Dhabi. 

 

 

 

Meeting of H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE with H.E. Youssif Saeed Al-Abri, 

Undersecretary, Abu Dhabi Judicial Department 
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An Indian delegation including investors and experts in the fields of technology, smart industries and relevant innovative 

sectors from major cities of India visited the Sharjah Research, Technology and Innovation Park (SRTI Park) on 10
th
 March 

2019. 

 

The visit was organised to identify investment opportunities and services provided by SRTI Park, and to facilitate 

knowledge transfer, build relations and partnership between the park and the Indian business and tech communities. It 

was an important opportunity to introduce the park to the Indian business community as the research and innovation 

hub of the Middle East. 

 

During the visit, the Indian delegation was briefed about the park, its future plans and its offerings such as services 

provided to the investors. The SRTI Park team showcased the current & future projects of the park and illustrated how 

the park’s ecosystem fosters disruptive technologies especially companies focusing on research, development and 

technology transfer. During the session, it was also mentioned that investors will be able to work within a safe investment 

environment with full ownership and tax exemptions as well as infrastructure and support facilities. 

 

The Indian delegation was impressed by the benefits offered by the park including easy access to Sharjah University City. 

The delegates were apprised that there are several universities in the emirate's ecosystem, with more than 47,000 

students, 2,000 PHDs and 17 institutions, all of which creating reputation for themselves in the fields of research and 

development. 

 

The Indian delegation expressed their gratitude to the management of the park for hosting them while praising the 

Emirate of Sharjah for the achievements it has made in the fields of education, research and technology. 

 

Visit of Indian Delegation to Sharjah Research, Technology and Innovation Park (SRTI Park) 
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Monthly News Wrap (March 2019) 

 

 

H.H. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, PM Modi discuss 

fostering cooperation 

 

UAE Minister launches roadmap to improve Food Security 

 

H.H. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the UAE Armed Forces and Shri 

Narendra Modi, PM of India 

discussed ways of further advancing 

the distinguished relations between 

the UAE and India. Read More 

 

 

The UAE’s bid to become one of the 

world’s top 10 food secure nations 

has taken a major step forward with 

the launch of a food security 

roadmap for the Middle East by H.E. 

Mariam Almheiri, UAE's Minister of 

State for Food Security. Read More 

UAE Cabinet approves National Space Strategy 2030  UAE Ministry inaugurates Zayed-Gandhi digital exhibition 

 

The UAE Government adopted the 

National Space Strategy 2030 during 

its meeting at the Presidential Palace 

in Abu Dhabi, aiming to achieve 

UAE’s vision in the field of space 

exploration, technologies, and 

applications. Read More 

 

 

UAE's Ministry of Culture and 

Knowledge Development has 

inaugurated the Zayed-Gandhi 

Digital Exhibition at Manarat Al 

Saadiyat on 12
th
 March 2019. Read 

More 

Dubai rolled out 5 new initiatives to boost Business 

 Dubai to host the 2021 World Forum for Foreign Direct 

Investment 

 

Dubai's Department of Finance 

(DOF) has rolled out five initiatives 

to support small- and medium-sized 

enterprises and public-private 

partnerships, including the allocation 

of AED1 billion worth of projects for 

government-private partnerships. 

Read More 

 

 

Dubai has been chosen to host the 

18
th
 World Forum for Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) in February 2021. 

US-based Conway Inc announced 

that it has awarded the Dubai 

Investment Development Agency 

the rights to host the event at the 

same time as the World Expo 2020 

takes place. Read More 

Infibeam’s Dubai arm is divesting 51% stake to UniPropitia 

for USD 25 million 

 New USD 450m Tamil Infra Fund to target Middle East 

investors 

 

 

Infibeam Avenues Ltd is venturing 

into Arab League countries via a 

strategic alliance with Dubai based 

UniPropita Group, to accelerate its 

international growth and revenue 

share. UniPropita will also acquire 

51% stake in IAL’s subsidiary 

Infibeam Global EMEA FZ-LLC for 

USD 25 million. Read More 

 

 

Institutional and high net worth 

individual investors from the Middle 

East region will be among the focus 

group of overseas investors for the 

USD 450 million new alternate 

investment fund to be launched by 

Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund 

Management Corporation 

(TNIFMC). Read More 

Abu Dhabi-backed firm signs deal to buy Indian toll road 

 Dubai Holding seeks investors for SmartCity Kochi hotel 

project 

 

Cube Highways and Infrastructure III 

Pte Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidiary 

of the Abu Dhabi Investment 

Authority (ADIA), has entered into a 

binding deal with India’s Reliance 

Infrastructure to acquire Delhi-Agra 

Toll Roadway. Read More 

  SmartCity Kochi, the futuristic Indian 

IT project being promoted by the 

investment vehicle of Dubai’s ruler, 

is currently looking for a joint 

venture partner to help it build a 

five-star hotel at its site in central 

Kerala. Read More 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302746559
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/415667-uae-minister-launches-roadmap-to-improve-food-security
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/government/uae-cabinet-approves-national-space-strategy-2030--12
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302746857
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302746857
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/dubai-rolls-out-5-new-initiatives-to-boost-business-
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/415375-dubai-picked-to-host-world-forum-for-foreign-direct-investment-in-2021
https://entrackr.com/2019/03/infibeams-dubai-stake-unipropitia/
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/416049-new-450m-tamil-infra-fund-to-target-middle-east-investors
https://www.livemint.com/industry/infrastructure/cube-highways-to-buy-delhi-agra-highway-from-rinfra-1552551791479.html
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/construction/414567-dubai-holding-seeks-investors-for-smartcity-kochi-hotel-project
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Monthly News Wrap (March 2019) 

 

 

Lulu to expand in India with two more new malls  Abu Dhabi launches AED520 million 'Hub71' 

 

The Lulu Group has announced its 

plans to build shopping malls in 

Bengaluru and Chennai as part of a 

major expansion of its interests in 

India. This is on top of the mall 

projects the Group had announced 

for three other Indian cities - 

Lucknow, Thiruvananthapuram and 

Vishakhapatnam. Read More 

 

 

A new platform dubbed as 'Hub71' 

was launched in Abu Dhabi to 

support high tech startups.  Hub71 

was established by the Government 

to further underpin the Emirate's 

status as a vibrant destination of 

digital transformation, innovative 

initiatives & high-tech entrepreneurs 

in collaboration with key global 

technology companies. Read More 

DCT Abu Dhabi announces initiatives to drive tourism 

sector investment 

 

India's GoAIr launches flights to Abu Dhabi 

 

In line with the ‘Ghadan 21’ 

ambition, to make Abu Dhabi one of 

the best places in the world to do 

business, invest, live, work and visit, 

the Abu Dhabi Department of 

Culture and Tourism, announced 

strategic initiatives to further drive 

the development of the Emirate’s 

tourism sector. Read More 

 

 

Abu Dhabi Airports has welcomed 

GoAir’s launch of four new flights 

between Kannur International 

Airport and Abu Dhabi International 

Airport. GoAir’s inaugural flight 

from Kannur to Abu Dhabi comes as 

the Indian subcontinent remains one 

of the most popular destinations for 

travellers departing from Abu Dhabi. 

Read More 

UAE is region's best market for Logistics  Dubai DED issued 2,204 new licences in February 2019 

 

Outlook for the UAE logistics 

markets remains strong as the 

country has retained its positions as 

the third-best globally and the first 

regionally among top 55 emerging 

markets for logistics. Read More 

 

 

The Business Registration and 

Licensing (BRL) sector of the 

Department of Economic 

Development (DED), Dubai, issued 

2,204 new licenses in February, a 

growth of 37% compared to the 

same month of 2018. Read More 

UAE start-ups account for 88% of regional deal value  UAE Real Estate offers best returns on Investment 

 

UAE start-ups have secured USD 

31.36 million in investments which 

account for 88% of the whole deal 

value of the region. Local Services, 

Ecommerce and Financial Services 

are the top three industries 

accounting for 44% of the entire 

deal count. Read More 

 

 

According to industry analysts, 

Dubai and Abu Dhabi offer rental 

yields more than double of what is 

offered by the world's major 

established cities such as London, 

Paris and New York. Read More 

Dubai ranks first globally in attracting FDIs for Artificial 

Intelligence and Robotics 

 

UAE ranks 8
th
 on Positivity Index of Nations 

 

Dubai has attracted over USD 21 

billion of foreign direct investment 

(FDI) for artificial intelligence and 

robotics project between 2015 and 

2018. Dubai ranked first globally in 

attracting FDI for AI, with the most 

coming from the European Union 

and the United States. Read More 

 

 

The UAE ranked 8
th
 on the Positivity 

Index of Nations, an annual global 

report published by the Positive 

Economy Institute since 2013, which 

measures positive economy 

indicators in OECD member 

countries. Read More 

http://www.ptinews.com/news/10472696__UAE-based-group-to-expand-in-India-with-two-more-new-malls$storyes
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302750347
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302746764?
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/abu-dhabi/airline-offers-dh435-tickets-to-india
https://gulfbusiness.com/uae-ranked-third-global-logistics-report/
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302746711
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/startup/415519-uae-start-ups-account-for-88-of-regional-deal-value
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/real-estate/uae-real-estate-offers-best-returns-on-investment--
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302747280
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/uae-ranks-among-top-10-most-positive-countries-1.838601
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Major Upcoming Events 

24-30 April. 2019 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

28 April - 01 May. 2019 
Arabian Travel Market, Dubai 
View Details 

10-12 June. 2019 
Automechanika Dubai 
View Details 

08-12 August. 2019 
India International Jewellery Show (IIJS), Mumbai 
View Details 

29-31 August. 2019 
Annapoorna ANUFOOD, Mumbai 
View Details 

10-11 September. 2019 
Future Manufacturing and Trade Summit, Dubai 
View Details 

18-20 September. 2019 
Renewable Energy India Expo, Delhi NCR 
View Details 

26-27 September. 2019 
Rising Himachal - Global Investors’ Meet, Dharamshala 
View Details 

06-10 October. 2019 
GITEX Technology Week, Dubai 
View Details 

29-31 October. 2019 
Gulfood Manufacturing, Dubai 
View Details 

01-04 November. 2019 
World Food India, New Delhi 
View Details 

11-14 November. 2019 
ADIPEC, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

17-21 November. 2019 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

25-28 November. 2019 
The Big 5, Dubai 
View Details 

26-28 November. 2019 
CPHI India, Delhi NCR 
View Details 

09-11 December. 2019 
SIAL Middle East, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

27-30 January. 2020 
Arab Health, Dubai 
View Details 

https://adbookfair.com/en/default.aspx
http://arabiantravelmarket.wtm.com/
https://www.automechanikadubai.com/frankfurt/51/for-exhibitors/welcome.aspx
https://www.iijs.org/
http://www.worldoffoodindia.com/
https://www.manufacturingtrade.com/
https://www.renewableenergyindiaexpo.com/
https://investinhimachal.com/
https://www.gitex.com/
http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com/
https://www.worldfoodindia.in/
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://www.cphi.com/india/
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html


 


